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WINTER/SPRING  1993                             VOLUME 6, NO. 1

                   THIRD PLANET NEWS AND VIEWS

The winds of change are blowing through the halls of 533 Diversey
Parkway.  With new leadership at the helm, perhaps the future
course of the Foundation will be centered less on legalism and
more on fostering the growth of the Urantia movement.  Of course,
it is only fair to recognize that as the overseer of The Urantia
Book the Foundation has certain legal responsibilities.  The
Trustees have the difficult task of acting to prevent misuse of
the book without unduly restricting fair and reasonable use of
the book and associated symbols.  We all hope that under new
leadership the Foundation will achieve a healthier balance.  And
perhaps some of us outside the Foundation could use an attitude
adjustment.  Yes, there has been sharp criticism about how the
Foundation handled its responsibilities in the past, but I do not
believe it is the evil empire or in league with Calagastia as
some have hinted.  I believe that it is appropriate to give the
Foundation the chance to demonstrate what course it will follow
with a new captain at the helm.

I feel that it is not yet time to cast the book into the public
domain without any means to prevent misuse of the material.  If
such protection is needed, who should do it?  I see no reason the
Trustees cannot continue to do the job if they prove to be wise
stewards of this trust.  Who knows, as things progress, we may
one day see the Foundation and the Fellowship working jointly on
some project.  After all, East and West Germany managed to get
back together, and who would have imagined that ten years ago? DB

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

                    A MORE ENDURING SUBSTANCE

In the Bible, Paul informs us that "in heaven, there is a better,
more enduring substance.."(Heb 10:34)  The Urantia Book calls
this substance "morontia" material.  And this is the stuff our
bodies will consist of during our morontia career, beginning on
the mansion worlds.  What is this morontia material?
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The book informs us that the Master Physical Controllers and the
Morontia Power Supervisors generate and sustain a level of
reality that exists between the totally material and the purely
spiritual.(Pg 541)  This is the level of morontia realities.  The
material is created, according to the book, by "modifying the
revolutions of the primary units of matter."(Pg.541D)  These
would be the ultimatons, as they are the smallest units of matter
not divisible into smaller units.  The authors inform us that
there are 100 elements of our material realm, and 100 morontia
elements.  It is from the 100 morontia elements that our morontia
bodies and all other morontia realities are fashioned.

The morontia level of existence provides an environment suitable
for our gradual growth from the material to the spiritual level
of existence.  In most respects, the life we live on the first
mansion worlds is comparable to the life we live here on Urantia,
and our bodies must perform many of the same tasks.  Why are our
morontia bodies designed to be so much like our human bodies?

When a human child is born, it is helpless.  All of its needs
must be supplied for many months before it can start doing some
of these things for itself.  On the other hand, when we are
resurrected on the mansion worlds, we immediately begin to walk,
talk, eat and do other things that we did as adults on this
world.  It seems that our knowledge of how to operate our body
goes with us and allows us to immediately function when we reach
the mansion worlds.  Therefore, in order to use our new bodies,
the functions must be similar to those of our mortal bodies.  Of
course, if you were paralyzed here all of your life, then you
would have to learn to walk with your morontia body since you
didn't learn on Urantia as a baby.  Perhaps this is an example of
one of the "biological deficiencies" that are "made up on the
first mansion world." (Pg.535B)

                     THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

Here on Urantia we take in food, grind it up, treat it with
enzymes, break it down with hydrochloric acid in the stomach,
then extract nutrients from the processed food in the large and
small intestines.  That which our bodies cannot use is
eliminated.  On page 535B, we are informed by the authors that we
continue to eat food and experience gustatory pleasure but since
morontia food is pure energy, we have no "residual portion" to
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deal with (do I hear cheers?)  Eating and digesting food implies
that we will have teeth to grind the food, and some sort of
digestive system to extract the energy.  We undoubtedly have a
morontia tongue as well for tasting the food.  The tongue also
plays a part in speech, so it is doubly important.

Perhaps the morontia food requires less processing than the food
we eat here, so the morontia digestive system may be less
complex-perhaps only a stomach where the energy of the food is
extracted and distributed to the body.  On the other hand, the
morontia foods no doubt have different tastes and textures so the
foods may have different chemical composition.  If so, the
morontia body must process a variety of foods, just as our mortal
bodies do.  This might require a more sophisticated system than
just a stomach.

                    THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM

In our bodies, the circulatory system plays several vital roles.
It carries oxygen and nutrients to all the cells of our bodies,
and carries away the waste products generated when the cells
"burn" the energy delivered by the blood. The circulatory system
also carries various chemical messengers such as hormones from
glands to organs and muscles in the body.  The blood also carries
white cells that destroy microscopic invaders in the body.
Finally, the blood helps to carry away the heat generated by the
body's use of energy, such as the movement of muscles.  However,
morontia bodies may have a very different system to perform all
of these functions.

The Midwayer authors of the Jesus papers inform us on page 2029,
"These bodies do not have circulating blood..." If there is no
circulating blood, then we must ask questions such as: "How is
the energy extracted from the morontia food distributed to the
various parts of the body?"  It could be that the energy is in
the form of morontia electricity, circulated through conductors
in the body like electricity is distributed throughout a city by
wires here on Urantia.  Another possibility is that energy is
distributed by electrochemical means, much as nerve impulses are
carried by our nervous systems.

Another vital function of our mortal circulatory system is to
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absorb oxygen from and discharge carbon dioxide into our lungs.
The book mentions that we breathe "air" that contains a morontia
gas on page 535B, so we will have lungs, and the morontia gas-
which I assume is used in the same fashion as oxygen in our
bodies-must somehow be distributed throughout the morontia body.
How can this be done without a circulatory system?

The authors of the book do not say that we will have no
circulatory system; they do say we will have no circulating
blood.  Therefore, morontia bodies may have some mechanism
(heart-like or otherwise) to circulate a morontia liquid that
performs the same functions as our blood.  It is interesting to
note that the human body does have a circulatory system that has
no pump and doesn't contain blood.  That is the lymphatic system.
Lymph is distributed throughout the body in lymphatic channels;
its transport is effected by the expansion/contraction of the
lungs and the body's muscles.

Another key piece of information that isn't revealed to us is
whether the morontia body consists of specialized cells as is our
mortal body.  The cells are the work-horses of the body.  The
cells take in and metabolize-burn-fatty acids and glucose to
perform all of the body's various functions. It's such an elegant
and serviceable scheme that it seems a logical choice for
morontia bodies, but perhaps there are just as good or better
ways to build bodies.  On the other hand, perhaps we're cellular
only because that was the origin of life here.  It would be
presumptuous to assume, for instance, that the angels' bodies are
constructed of cells.  It may be that morontia organs could be
constructed of various homogeneous materials that perform as
organs do in the human body.  But we really don't know.

                      The Nervous System

At least part of the nervous system is as vital to life as the
circulatory system or the digestive system. That is the autonomic
system that commands our hearts to beat and our lungs to expand
and contract.  It seems reasonable to assume that there are also
functions in the morontia bodies that require automatic direction
so they can function independently of our conscious activity.
There are other valuable functions of our nervous systems that
aren't vital to life but are difficult to live without.
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Consider our sense of touch. How could we manipulate objects if
we had no tactile feedback from our fingers? In the extreme case
the nervous system feeds back pain signals. We may not relish
pain, but it really is valuable to us.   Now some folks might
envision heaven as a place free of pain, but this would only be
true if the morontia body was indestructible.  But alas! The
Urantia Book informs us that accidents of a mechanical nature are
possible. (Pg.574C)  It seems logical to me that we will need
pain (or some equivalent) as well as tactile feedback to warn us
of danger to our morontia bodies.  Why pain?  It activates
automatic responses (like dropping a very hot object) so that as
little damage as possible is done to our bodies.  We might tend
to ignore a lesser sensation.  The idea of accidents to a
morontia body raises some interesting questions.

Suppose you are working down at your local morontia machine shop,
get a little careless, and lop off a finger or hand.  Does that
mean you'll have to go around during your career on that world
with one hand?  Doesn't seem likely.  If our morontia friends can
build whole bodies, it shouldn't be much trouble to whip up a
replacement hand or finger.  Of course they might get a bit
annoyed if we're careless very often.  Someone has asked this
question: If accidents are possible, could a morontia being be
killed in an accident?  If your fandor developed hiccups at 2000
feet and dropped you, it seems that your morontia body could be
damaged so badly that it couldn't function. I suppose your
adjuster or an angel would have to grab your soul and hold it
until a new body could be fabricated for you. Or perhaps as you
fall, your body could be changed to the state that doesn't
interact with matter so you won't be injured.

                    The Respiratory System

No doubt our morontia bodies will have lungs of some sort, since
we breathe there as we do here.  The book informs us that the
atmosphere of the mansion worlds consists of oxygen and nitrogen
like our atmosphere, but that it also contains a third gas, a
morontia gas for us to breathe. (Pg. 520D)  We are not so
informed, but it is possible that this morontia gas combines with
the processed morontia food to produce the form of energy used to
fuel the morontia body.  Even if this is not the case, there is
at least one other reason to have morontia lungs, and that
relates to our ability to speak. The sounds of speech are
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produced by air passing through our vocal cords.  There are
certainly other ways to produce sound, but this is the one we are
used to in this life.  In fact, it is worth noting that on the
mansion worlds the non-air breathers have to speak by a modified
technique, no doubt because they never had lungs and vocal cords
during their mortal existence. (Pg.446D)

                 The Reproductive System

Sex? Sorry.  However, we will always remain sexual beings in a
psychological sense.  As the U Book says, "The sexes will
continue to intrigue each other...." (Pg939B)  So if you don't
understand your wife or husband now, don't expect to have a flash
of insight when you reach the morontia level.  And while we won't
have the wherewithal for the physical sex act, I'm sure that
holding hands and hugging are not frowned upon by the higher
authorities.  And real love certainly survives the transition
from mortal to morontia.

                      Other Accessories

One of the questions that comes to everyone's mind is this: What
will we look like?  Information in the book and my speculations
lead me to believe that we will look quite human, except for the
absence of organs whose function is reproductive/sexual or
excretory.  There is also no mention of morontia body hair in the
book, but there seems no reason to have hair on the mansion
worlds since hair is partly a vestigial characteristic, like the
appendix.  Sorry ladies!  Neither is anything said about skin
color, although it is interesting to me that there are separate
resurrection halls for the races of color.  Could it be that in
the initial phases of the morontia life we will retain the skin
color we had as mortals?  It is consistent with the philosophy of
the morontia life planners to provide a body we can be
comfortable with because it is similar to our mortal bodies.

Morontia bodies will have much equipment that is familiar to
mortals, although the accessories will be the deluxe models
rather than the standard ones we have.  We speak, so obviously we
hear and must have some sort of sound sensors like our mortal
ears.  We have enhanced vision, so obviously, we have eyes.  We
walk about so we are obviously bipedal with legs, feet and
joints.  If we walk about on the surface of the planets then we
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must have some sort of balancing mechanism like our inner ear to
help us maintain our balance.  We can manipulate things, so we
must have arms and hands.  These things are also confirmed by the
fact that Jesus resembled a mortal being in his initial morontia
stages.

There are a number of things that we are told or can infer about
morontia bodies from the account of Jesus' morontia career here
on earth after his resurrection.  For one thing, we can exist in
one of two states. In one, we interact with matter just as we do
as mortals.  This is obviously the state of Jesus' morontia body
when he broke the bread at a meal.  (Pg.2035D)  In the other
state, the morontia body can pass through matter as Jesus did
when he entered the locked upper room to speak to the Apostles.
(Pg.2040C)  Another thing we know from Jesus' morontia experience
is that morontia bodies are not visible to mortals; Jesus had to
be made visible to us.  (Pgs 2041B, 2027A) Perhaps light visible
to mortals passes through morontia bodies just as it does through
the bodies of the midway creatures.  The authors inform us that
the light reflected by midway creatures' bodies is just beyond
the range of our vision so perhaps morontia bodies will reflect
light in the same range.  It seems likely that this invisible
light is in the ultraviolet region, since morontia vegetation is
described as having a violet hue.  (Could we possibly photograph
morontians and midway creatures with ultraviolet sensitive film?)

The morontia level of existence is designed to provide us a
gentle transition from the material level to the purely spiritual
level rather than a traumatic giant step.  Our morontia beginners
body retains some of the functions that we are so familiar with,
such as eating and sleeping, but these functions are gradually
phased out as we make the transition to a more efficient mode of
energy intake or spiritual recharging.  We must have some memory
of the bodies we had as mortals or we would not be able to
immediately function and also might be traumatized by a sudden
transition to a very advanced body.  Even those of us certain of
survival after death have a few moments of anxiety about the
great chasm we leap at the end of our lives here.  It is a great
comfort to know that we will awaken in a "user friendly" body.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

                          THE OTHER FOLD
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Jesus once said, "...I have sheep not of this fold.." (John
10:16, UB 1577B) This has been traditionally interpreted to mean
non-Jewish groups, but Jesus told the Apostles that he was
referring to mortals on other planets. (1841B)  When Jesus said,
"Love your neighbor as yourself," his hearers may have thought
only of those living next door to them, but wouldn't it apply as
well to mortals on planets in the Alpha Centauri triple star
system?  Of course, we can hardly be expected to love someone who
we don't know exists, but what if we found out they do exist?
What are our responsibilities toward such neighbors?

Ever since science decided that those lights in the sky were suns
similar to our own, science fiction writers have spun out stories
about what sort of beings might inhabit these other planets.
Perhaps the way our culture has pictured the extraterrestrials-
ET's-tells more about our culture than about the
extraterrestrials. In the "grade B" movies and books, the ET's
have traditionally been gruesome and frightening; they are either
mindless entities who wanted to take over our bodies or fiendish
invaders who wanted to exterminate the human race so they could
have the earth for themselves, or enslave them so they could have
not only the earth but us to work for them just as the Europeans
exterminated Amerinds and enslaved Africans.  Does the
ruthlessness of the fictional ET invaders reflect human
ruthlessness?  Are any of the fictional invaders more frightening
than a Hitler and his Third Reich practicing genocide?

Another science fiction genre has appeared in the past few
decades that presents a kinder, gentler sort of ET.  The movie ET
is a prime example of this trend. Who wouldn't love that wise and
gentle large-eyed creature?  In another movie, Close Encounters
of the Third Kind, we find creatures who are enigmatic.  They
kidnap people and ferry them around the galaxy for a number of
years before letting them go.  That hardly seems ethical, but in
the final scenes where we see the creatures, they are portrayed
as gentle and friendly.  In the classic series Star Trek and in
the Star Trek movies, the aliens run the gamut from noble to
greedy and evil; sort of a cross section of us perhaps.  One of
the interesting aspects of that series is its treatment of
problems that arise when alien cultures interact.  It seems that
no matter how alien the culture, the motives behind its actions
and reactions are very familiar when we finally understand them.
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Just like us, they experience fear, curiosity, and of course the
instinct for survival.

One of the philosophies of the mythical Federation in the Star
Trek series echoes a concept in The Urantia Book.  The starship
personnel are instructed not to tamper in the affairs of less
advanced mortals or beings.  This is reminiscent of the Life
Carriers being forbidden to interfere with the development of
life after the appearance of will creatures.  There is also the
concept in the book 2001 and movie of the same name of an
advanced race who implants and fosters life on our planet.  This
is exactly the role of the Life Carriers on a planet.  Does our
science fiction resemble reality?

Do we have any knowledge that there is intelligent life elsewhere
in the universe?  The Urantia Book speaks of life on other
planets, but this is hardly scientific evidence.  Scientific
minds want material evidence.  So far, astronomers have evidence
of planets only around a few neutron stars, but a planet circling
a neutron star is hardly the place to plant crops and raise a
family.  But there is evidence that some stars like our sun may
have planets.  Astronomers have found rings of dust around some
stars in our part of the Milky Way galactic system.  Since it is
believed that planets form from these dust rings, astronomers are
now willing to say that many stars in our galaxy may have a
planetary system.  But that is still very far from confirming
that there is an earth-like planet with life around any star
other than ours.

Surprisingly, the folks on other planets may be more aware of us
than we are of them.  From information in The Urantia Book, we
can infer that the mortals of other planets are taught of Christ
Michael's bestowal here almost 2000 years ago (see 2018C, 2019A.)

A fellow named Drake came up with an equation that supposedly
gives the probability of intelligent life appearing elsewhere in
the universe.  Depending on the factors that go into the
equation, the probability ranges from small to none.  In other
words, we probably should not be here!  Drake's formula could be
seen as an affirmation that life is not accidental and so its
appearance anywhere signifies the operation of purpose in the
universe.  Of course, bringing the concept of purpose into a
scientific discussion is considered bad taste in some circles, so
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that implication is ignored.  It is strange that despite a good
deal of scientific skepticism, a field of scientific
investigation exists known as exobiology, devoted to postulating
what sort of life might exist on other planets.  But perhaps
imagining what creatures look like on other planets is no more a
stretch of the imagination than physicists imagining particles
that appear from a vacuum and return thereto as if they had never
been.

Do the mortals of other inhabited planets look like the
exobiologist or like the creatures of his imagination?  The
Urantia Book informs us that all mortals are bipedal, which
eliminates the possibility of really bizarre looking will
creatures.  Nevertheless, the mortals on other worlds have rather
diverse origins and may have features quite strange to us.  For
instance, the non-breathers apparently don't have mouths, noses,
or ears.  If we were transported into the middle of a group of
non-breathers, how comfortable would we feel?  ET's and Wookies
may be cute, but what about non-breathers?  If we have problems
with something as trivial as skin color, could we cope with more
radical differences?  On the mansion worlds, we will learn to
adjust and work with diverse beings from other planets, but will
we ever have to cope with this during our mortal lives?

In Star Wars and Star Trek, star ships zap around the galaxy at
many times the speed of light. The star ships could reach the
nearest star system (Alpha Centauri, a triple star system) in a
few months.  A little tedious, but well worth the fascinating
scientific information we could gather about another star system.
At the speed of light, it would take 4.5 years to cover the
distance.  We would have to sacrifice about ten years of our life
to make the trip to Alpha Centauri-allowing a year for study of
the star system.  Now that gets to be quite a sacrifice unless
the ship provides all the amenities of our earthly existence.
Unfortunately, at the speeds achievable with our current
technology, the trip would take many lifetimes.  Even if we could
achieve the hibernation state of the voyagers in the movie 2001,
would we want to come back to the earth several hundred years
later and be entirely out of place?   And there is doubt that we
could get close to the speed of light.  It is a well established
fact of physics that the apparent mass of an object increases
without bounds as the object gets close to the speed of light,
and the more mass, the more energy it takes to further accelerate
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the increased mass.  Since all other civilizations in the galaxy
are bound by the same physical laws, it seems obvious that
neighbors on the planets of nearby stars don't pop in for a visit
on the weekends.  But this does not mean that we will never have
contact with them.

Radio waves and light waves travel at the speed of light.  There
have been several SETI (Search for Extra-Terrestrial
Intelligence) projects going on for a number of years. Radio
telescopes have been scanning the sky looking for radio signals
from other civilizations. Unfortunately, they so far haven't
found any.  Does that mean that no one's out there?  No.  We have
to understand the limitations of the search to see why.  The
radio astronomers can't search at all frequencies because of the
radio pollution of FM stations, TV stations, police radio,
cellular telephones, etc.  Even on the frequencies they can
listen to, a signal could not be heard unless it was transmitted
with at least a million watts and antennas deliberately aimed in
our direction. A long shot?  Yes, but the implications of proving
the existence of intelligent life elsewhere in the universe are
so profound that we are almost compelled to try.  NASA has
started a SETI monitoring program of unprecedented scale that
will have the best chance of success of any program so far.  NASA
has even asked the nations of the UN to tell them what to say to
any ET they might contact.  But wouldn't it be ironic if all the
worlds were listening for each other, and none were transmitting?
The present efforts may not succeed because of their limitations,
but some day we will succeed. What will it mean to the human
race?

If we find we have neighbors over yonder at that small point of
light in the sky, our sun will rise every day as it has for all
of human history.  Farmers will plough, sow and reap as they've
done for millenniums.  Babies will cry for their mothers and dogs
will chase cats as usual.  But the consciousness of the human
race will be forever changed by the knowledge that we're not
cosmic orphans forever adrift in an otherwise lifeless sea of
stars.  Students of The Urantia Book may feel quite certain that
the universe swarms with inhabited planets; but even they will be
amazed if we communicate with beings elsewhere in the universe.
Scholars know that Abraham Lincoln existed but imagine how
excited they would be if somehow they could cross the time
barrier and converse directly with him.
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Carl Sagan wrote a book called Contact in which he pictured the
consequences of contact between our world and a more advanced
culture via radio signals.  In Sagan's saga, the ET's send us the
plans for a complex machine whose purpose is unknown.  The
nations of the world unite in a program to monitor the radio
signals, gather materials and build the machine.  Farsighted
groups want to build the machine, but conservative groups such as
fundamentalists oppose the machine.  Some even suggest that
demonic forces might be the source of the information.  Cults
form to worship the ET's.  Greedy elements in the U.S. government
try to manipulate the situation to their advantage.  Sagan seems
to suggest that the situation brings out the best in some and the
worst in others.  Contact is set in cold war times before the
profound changes that have occurred in the former USSR so it is
somewhat dated.  Nevertheless,  no doubt many of the things Sagan
portrays will come about plus others that no one could imagine.
There will be the exploiters, the doubters, and the fearful.
There will be the prosaic who say, "So what?" and go on as if
humanity had not just passed a milestone of civilization.  And
the rest of us?  How could we not be thrilled and excited?
Remember (if you were around then) seeing the first human step
foot on the moon?  But yes, we lost our excitement about the
space program and no doubt would about any SETI contact.  After
all, when it takes ten or twenty years to send a message and
receive a reply, we might be forgiven for getting back to
business as usual.  But there will be something there that our
hearts won't forget.

Imagine believing that you are an orphan and suddenly finding a
brother or sister you didn't know existed.  Suddenly you're not
alone anymore; suddenly you're family to someone.  Even after you
get back to business as usual, you'll have that sustaining sense
of being a part of something larger than yourself, a sense of
belonging.  When that ET phones our home, we will know that we
are part of the family, God's great cosmic family.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

                            LAST RITES
Except as noted, writing in this journal is by Dick Bain. Quotes
not otherwise credited are from The Urantia Book, copyright 1955
by Urantia Foundation, all rights reserved, and are used by
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permission.

**** HAPPY HOLIDAYS, PEACE AND LOVE TO ALL IN THE NEW YEAR ****

COSMIC REFLECTIONS
Box 3622
Hickory, NC 28603-3622 
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